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A VOTE FOR THE ABOLITION OF 
DIALOGUE IN OPERAS. 
—~- 

BY LOUNGER LAZY. 

Whoever has witnessed the performance 
of an English opera seria—whether sitting 
in velyet-cushioned box or on the hard 
pain-imparting seats of the one-shilling 
gallery—must have experienced the dread- 
fully ennuyantes effects produced by the dia- 
logue portion of the composition. Audience 
and orchestra, leader and chorus singers, 
and scene-shifters, are all acquainted with 
the terribly soporific sensations resulting 
from the tedious drawl of opera dialogue. 
Everybody votes it frightfully dismal—all 
declare it a horrid bore—anathemize it as 
tiresome, stupid, dull, slow, wretched, abo- 
minable, trashy, humbugging, rubbishing; 
in fact apply to it every epithet in the Eng- 
lish language calculated to express disap- 
proval (and the number of opprobious 
terms in our mother tongue is not diminu- 
tive). For my own part, I—I—1l—in fact 
no language in the world contains words 
strong enough to express my disgust at it. 
A million times distilled essence of the 
fiercest ‘detestation and abhorrence is 
scarcely the real thing. (By the way, can 
no one invent some really good strong ad- 
jectives, doubly, superlatively, extra pow- 
erful? Jenny Lind and Covent Garden, 
Vauxhall, the Casinos, and Cremorne have 
positively stumped ‘the dictionary of genu- 
ine strong language, and not one really 





good un-hacknied adjective remains). All 
then agreeing in condemnation and dis-ap- 
proval (terms by far too mild) of the dia- 
logue portion in English opera serias, why 
can’t the horrid nuisance be abolished ?— 
swept from the face and memory of the 
earth ?—buried in oblivion’s black hole? 
Alas, how is to be done? The police have 
no orders; and if required to take the of- 
fending nuisance into custody, will reply 
that they “ did’nt see it done,” the stereo- 
typed answer of a peeler when required to 
do his duty. Magistrates have no jurisdic- 
tion, and even if they had the offence would 
laugh to scorn a month's hard Jabour, the 
House of Correction, and the Penitentiary, 
How thew is the deed to be accomplished ? 
Who is to “bell the cat?” It must be 
done by joint and vigorous efforts; the 
public must petition that prince ‘among 
opera libretto writers, who can put together 
an opera like M.Soyer,the French cook,who 
managed to make soup for the Irish out of 
nothing at all—that unfortunate individual 
whose heart is now, alas! “ bowed down by 
weight of law-suits,’’ and whose bank; alas! 
is breaking from the loss of Jenny Lind 
that great concoctor of operas buffa and 
seria, whose tuneful lyre has been so un- 
timely hushed; in fact that inveterate old 
opera buffer, Alfred Bunn—to cut out, “the 
dialogue from all his future opera, to sei 

boldly the literary pruning knife, and ‘to 
goin and win.” Pit, boxes, stalls, and 
gallery must combine to crush a nuisance 
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which is felt by all, Composers must be 
taught from henceforth to compose recita- 
tive to their operas, as dialogue will be no 
longer permitted. And why should they 
not? Spoken dialogue is permitted in no 
Italian, German, or French operas; why 
should it be thrust into English. For the 
future, then, composers must be made to 
compose recitative, singers must be made 
to sing recitative, and libretto writers must 
be made to abjure spoken dialogue. There 
is but one English opera, if our memory 
holds good, in which there is contained no 
spoken portions, and that is a very old one, 
* Artaxerxes.” That ene should be multi- 
plied by tens and hundreds, and every fu- 
ture opera, if it wishes to be reckoned “ as 
sich,” should be without spoken dialogue. 





THEATRES. 
—p>— 
HER MAJESTY’S THEATRE. 

The comic opera of ‘‘L,Elsir D’ Amore” 
has been performed four times this season 
at this house, on account of the great qua- 
lifications theartistsengaged in it possessed. 
Never have we seen Lablache yield him- 
self so completely to the rich humoup of 
the character of the quack doctor; there is 
but one Doctor Dulcamara in the world, 
and that one is Lablache. Madame Cas- 
tellan, as Adina, which is admitted by all 
who have witnessed her performance to be 
one of the most charming personations on 
the stage, sang on this occasion with infi- 
nite taste and sweetness, and was suffiici- 
ently supported by Gardoni, in the part of 
Nemorino. The new ballet divertissement 
is called ‘‘ Les Elemens,”’ in which Carlotta 
Grisi, Cerito, and Rosati, the three chore- 
graphic stars of the establishment, formed 
a constellation of extraordinary brilliancy 
Prepared, as we were, by the brilliant pas 
de quatre, and pas de deessee of preceeding 
seasons, we scarcely expected so successful 
a combination of art as we witnessed in this 
little divertissement. The scenery, which 
has been executed by Mr. Charles Marshall, 
is managed after the manner of the grand 
dramatic spectacles and masques of the 
middle ages, in which the entire scene, re- 
presenting a castle, a ship, a forest, clouds, 
&c. with all the personages engaged therein, 
was brought upon the stage by means of 
machinery, and when the action terminated 








was withdrawn by the same mechanical ap- 
pliances. The first scene in the ballet, re. 
presents the surface of the earthin Autumn’s 
golden prime, when the ripe harvest waves 
over the fields, and the purple grapes— 
“In bacchanal profusion reel to earth.” 
The foliage of a clump of trees opens, and 
Madlles, Cassan, James Thevenot, and Ho- 
nore, issue forth, with their attendant 
nymphs, in yellow robes, the representa- 
tives of the genii of the EZarth. The corn 
fields and vineyards sink, and in their 
place we behold a cascade and an aquatic 
chariot surrounded by nereidesand dolphins 
from which Rosati, clad in a light blue cy- 
marre, as the personification of Water, de- 
sceuds with her nymphs. The fountains 
and cascade vanish, a mimic volcano as- 
cends from the stage, and a yawning chasm 
in the side of the burning mountain disclo- 
ses the Spirits of Fire, in red garments, 
headed by Carlotta Grisi, The volcano ha- 
ving set down its fare, diappears anda mass 
of clouds float slowiy on, and gradually 
opening, Cerito as the Spirit of Air, with 
her attendants in white garments, float 
gracefully upon the stage. The contest for 
superiority then commences, and in the suc- 
cessive dances which take place, between 
the rival spirits, nothing, perhaps, is more 
singularly striking than the happy adap- 
tion of the characteristic style of each 
danseuse to the nature of the element she 
symbolizes. First, Carlotta Grisi in her 
bold and ardent style, may be aptly likened 
to the Spirit of Fire. Rosati, flowing and 
graceful in her movements as the undula- 
ting waves, seems the very personification 
of the beautiful element she represents ; 
while Cerito, light and playful as a ze- 
phyr, appears more allied to air than to any 
of the other elements. Wecannot attempt 
to describe the dances: they were of their 
respective genres exquisite, The applause 
that followed each pas was tremendous, and 
when, at the termination these, the fair 
competitors combined in one brilliant dis- 
play, the admiration of the audience rose to 
a degree of enthusiasm unsurpassed even 
when Taglioni danced in the celebrated 
pas de quatre two seasons since. This di- 
vertissement may therefore be pronounced 
the great choregraphic coup of the present 





year, and from the popularity it has already 

















attal ned, will most probably carry the ma- 
agement triumphantly to the end of the 
season. 

Verdi’s opera ‘‘ I Lombardi” was played 
last night for the first time this season, the 
cast in all the principal characters being 
entirely new. Cardoni, as Oronto, distin- 
guished himself greatly—it is, perhaps, his 
most successful part since that of Elvino, 
in “La Somnambula.” The air, “ La mia 
letizia,” with its cabatetta “ Come poteva 
un Angelo,” is not only the gem of this 
particular opera, but in point of melody 
one of the prettiest things ever written by 
Verdi. Gardoni sang it with surpassing 
sweetness, and his andante was enchored 
with enthusiasm. For the prophetic scena 
which forms part of the finale of the second 
act, Castellan lacks tragic force, but the 
beautiful tender passages of the third act 
she interpreted with great delicacy and 
truth. The duet with Oronte, and the trio, 
with which the third act concludes, Coletti 
being the Hermit, werecharmingly sung by 
all parties. It was greatly in favour of 
Gardoni that he was in excellent voice.— 
Sweet his notes always are, but his force 
was on this occasion greater than usual.— 
The Lombard armour, where Oronte is dis- 
guised as a crusader, became him exceed- 
ingly, and the dressing of this character 
has always been a great point. With the 
exception of a hitch just at the commence- 
ment of the opera, the chorusses went ex- 
ceedingly well, producing all that weighty 
effect which Verdi especially assigns to the 
mass of voices. The band was in very 
good order, having been well trained by 
Mr. Balfe. 

PRINCESS’S. 

Notwithstanding the very hot weather, 
this theatre has been most respectably at- 
tended to witness the performances of Ma- 
dame Vestris and C, Mathews. A new 
drama, entitled “ A Sovereign Remedy,” 
has been produced, and although C. Ma- 
thews laboured to the very utmost to keep 
it alive, it is rather a flat affair; it is as 
follows:—A Mr. Quackit (Mr. Charles 
Mathews), who has been a commercial tra- 
veller, starts in business for himself in the 
ether line, and endeavours to persuade 
everybody he meets to purchase his won- 
derful panacea, which he sells at a sove- 
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reign a bottle. Amongst others, he tries 
his eloquence upon his friend, Mr. Bottleby 
(Mr. Granby), but the latter, pretending 
he has no mental or bodily pain, refuses to 
buy a single bottle. This annoys Quackit, 
who determines that Bottleby shall not be 
long withont some unpleasant feeling, to be 
dispelled by the use of his ether. To effect 
this he tells Captain Pendragon (Mr. Ry- 
der), an old solemn half.pay officer who 
lodges in the house, that Bottleby has been 
paying clandestine visits to the captain’s 
sister-in-law during his absence; and at 
the same time he contrives to insinuate to 
Bottleby that the captain has been more 
than particularly attentive to Mrs. B. The 
old captain stalks down to Bottleby’s apart- 
ments, and announces, with the most polite 
gravity, his intention of throwing him down 
stairs if he should ever again dare to enter 
his reoms. Mrs. Bottleby’s jealousy is con- 
sequently aroused, and while all parties are 
at loggerheads, Alfred (Mr. J. Webster), 
the nephew of Pendragon, and the lover of 
Bottleby’s daughter, Mary (Miss Marshall), 
comes privately to visit his charmer. Quac- 
kit induces him to inhale one of his bottles 
of ether to relieve his misery; he does so, 
and sinks in a state of delicious ecstacy on 
the sofa. While still in the trance he is 
discovered by old Bottleby, who rushes up 
stairs to inform Pendragon of his nephew’s 
insolence, but the irascible captain, not 
waiting to hear what he has to say, and 
mindful only of his promise, actually throws 
Bottleby down stairs, who, fortunately esca- 
ping with only a few bruises, rushes off to 
his lawyer to take proceedings against the 
captain for the assault. While he is absent 
Pendragon comes down to offer Bottleby 
gentlemanly satisfaction for having pitched 
him over the bannisters. Here Quackit, 
the meddling genius of the piece, again in- 
terferes, and by some means contrives that 
the captain and Mrs. Bottleby shall inhale 
two bottles of his ether, which, throwing 
them inte a trance, they fall on the ground, 
where Bottleby, on his return, discovers 
them reclining in the full enjoyment of 
their etherial dose. A scene of confusion 
altercation, “indignation, and explanation 
ensues, All parties discover that they have 
been made the victims of Quackit’s scheme 
for selling his “ sovereign remedy,” and 
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upon his head all their concentrated rage 


falls. He, however, reconciles all parties, | 


and by apologising for his own mistakes, 
the piece concludes. 


VAUXHALL GARDENS. 
BaLtoon Ascent AND FAL. 

A grand fete was given on Tuesday upon 
the occasion of the anniversary of the 
Butchers’ Charitable Institution. There 
were upwards of 15,000 present. The gar- 
dens were more than usually brilliant, and 
the fireworks went off with great splendour. 
The great novelty was, however, the night 
ascent of the balloon, in which were Mr. 
Gypson, the proprietor of the balloon, Mr. 
Albert Smith, Mr. Pridmore, and Mr. Cox- 
well, After some delay the balloon mounted 
with great velocity, and some rockets were 
discharged. It was soon, however, sailing 
out of sight, and the company in the gar- 
dens believed that the aeronauts had a 
pleasant voyage before them, when they 
were frightened from their propriety by the 
report that an accident had occurred, as 
the balloon had been seen rapidly descend- 
ing about a mile from the royal property. 
The most painful anxiety reigned for some 
minutes, which was, however, agreeably 
dispelled by the arrival of Mr. Albert 
Smith in a cab, who gave the following ac- 
count of the occurrence :—As soon as the 
fireworks from the car had been discharged, 
word was given to Mr. Coxwell, who was 
on the hoop, to open the valve and_ relieve 
some of the gas, as the balloon was getting 
tense from the elevation it had attained. 
A report resembling a rush of air was in- 
stantly heard, and the whole of the lower 
part of the balloon suddenly collapsed, 
surging backwards and forwards as in a 
high wind, whilst a voice cried, ‘“‘ The valve 
has burst—we are all lost!” Immediately 
it began to descend with terrific rapidity, 
the elevation at that moment attained being, 
as nearly as could be calculated by the mi- 
nuteness of the river boundaries, about six 
thousand feet; and, to add to the danger, 
the mass of the balloon was covered with 
the last sparks of the fireworks, threatening 
every moment to blow up. Fortunately the 
netting retained the upper part of the bal- 
loon in a parachute shape, the neck collaps- 
ing into it, and to this may be attributed 
the preservation of the lives of the acronauts. 








The first shock was awful.as it struck 
the earth, throwing the voyagers from the 
car with great violence, while the silk of the 
balloon, entirely voided of its gas, covered 
them. A smart concussion was fortunately 
the only result of the accident. The only 
gentleman who received any hurt was Mr. 
Pridmore, whose knee was slightly lacera- 
ted. Perhaps in the annals of aeronautics 
there is not to be found an instance of so 
miraculous an escape. To the presence of 
mind of the gentlemen in the car may be 
attributed their safety. In the few awful 
seconds which elapsed between the aeci- 
dent and the arrival on earth, every means 
(by lightening the balloon and otherwise) 
were coolly taken to obviate the shock of 
touching the earth; and had it not been for 
their calmness, every life might have been 
sacrificed. The primary cause of the acci- 
dent seems to have been the state of the 
atmostphere, which rarified the gas to such 
an extent that the mechanism connected 
with the valve gave way. The night was 
exceedingly sultry—the lightning playing 
about the heavens almost continually. But 


as regarded the ascent, a finer one was 
never made, and every one of the gentle- 
men was, more or less, aquainted with the 
principles of aerostation. 


CREMORNE GARDENS, 

There could not be less than ten thousand 
persons assembled here on Monday; the 
weather being so fine and the attractiveness 
of the great Nassau Balloon, which took 
its flight on the occasion, we attribute as 
the cause, added to which the delights of 
the really romantic appearance of the gar- 
dens, The proprietor, Mr. Ellis — ever 
upon the look-out for novelty—has, we un- 
derstand, engaged, at a great cost, the ce- 
lebrated Hungarian Dancers, who it is said 
will really astonish the town; their first 
appearance will be on Monday next, and 
we are looking forward with anxiety as to 
the result. We hear considerable prepa- 
rations are making for a night to be set 
apart for Mr. Partridge, who has the whole 
superintendance of the gardens ; he is cer- 
tainly a most indefatigable caterer for the 
public, and any amusements he may bring 
forth for their amusement we feel assured 
will give every satisfaction. We shall re- 
mind our readers of the night when we 
see his bill of fare. 
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ROSHERVILLE GARDENS, 
GRAVESEND. 

These lovely gardens appear to become 
more attractive every day. The beautiful 
shrubs and rare exotics are now in higher 
perfection than ever, in consequence of the 
genial showers so plentifully bestowed, en- 
dowing them with more than usual verdure. 
Notwithstanding the very unfavourable state 
of the weather, the gardens have been im- 
mensely and fashionably attended, Amuse- 
ments embracing great variety are offered 
to the public. 

The Gothic Hall has been greatly im- 
proved during the recess by Mr. Hurwitz, 
and no doubt when the decorations are 
completed will be very beautiful, but in 
our opinion it isnot at all adapted to the 
principal purpose for which it is used. The 
proprietors would act more judiciously by 
solely devoting the Gothic Hall to the pur- 
pose for which it was originally intended, 
namely for banquetting ; and building ano- 
ther extensive room exclusively for danc- 
ing. A hall devoted to the double purpose 
of a refreshment and dancing room, in a 
place so thronged as this favourite resort, 
is out of keeping with the general order 
and cultivation of every other department ; 
indeed none but our own indefatigable Ba- 
ron Nathan would be all-powerful enough 
to reduce the motley crowd to regularity 
under similar disadvantages. But, in de- 
fiance of the want of judgment to which 
we have just alluded, the dancing is carried 
on with great spirit ; also with the strictest 
propriety, under the skilful management of 
Baron Nathan, but praise from us is quite 
superfluous, his efficiency and superiority 
being too widely appreciated to require 
comment. 

Upon leaving the Rosherville, we looked 
in at the Literary Institution, Harmer 
Street. The new lessee, Mr. Henrv Lacey, 
has opened the above establishment in a 
most spirited manner. The soirees which 
take place on Tuesdays, Thursdays, and 
Saturdays appear to be highly attractive, 
The music, under the superintendance of 
Mr. C. Mathews, is well selected and ef- 
fective; the dancing spirited and fashion- 
able, conducted by Mr, Henry Nathan, son 
of the celebrated Baron Nathan. The able 
manner in which he acted as master of the 
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ceremonies redounds much ‘to his credit. 
We consider the lessee displayed much tact 
in securing his services, as we observed him 
to be an especial favourite with the ¢om- 
pany. 

BURFORD’S PANORAMA. 

The panoramic view of the Himalaya 
Mountains, now exhibiting at Leicester- 
square, is really magnificent beyond des- 
cription. The stupendous masses of moun- 
tain scenery, pile upon pile, until their 
snow-capped summits are lost in the clouds, 
are represented with a truthfulness and na- 
turalised reality that, even to those accus- 
tomed to gaze upon such exhibitions, are 
not a little startling, calculated asthe en- 
tire scene is to cheat the senses for the time, 
and make one almost imagine that he is 
gazing upon the real objects themselves, 
On first entering the cireus, if we may 80 
call it, the spectator feels toa certain ex- 
tent confused and bewildered with the bold 
and daring sublimity of the scenery that is 
presented to his view. He feels himself al- 
most overpowered by the awe inspiring pic- 
ture of nature’s wondrous doings that is 
set before him. It is only when he quietly 
sits down and begins to examine the whole 
outline in detail, and recollecting at the 
same time that it is only a copy of the ori- 
ginal on which he is gazing, that he has 
time toadmire the skill of the artist who 
has been enabled to make the pictorial 
illusion so like the reality itself. Of all 
Mr. Burford’s panoramas this undoubtedly 
is the best. Itis a chef d’ceuvre. The Hi- 
malaya, as the reader doubfless is aware, 
is a stupendous and magnificent chain of 
mountains in Asia, extending from the se- 
venty-third degree of east longitude along 
the north of Ilindostan to the borders of 
China, separating Hindostan from Thibet 
and Tartary, and forming the general boun- 
dary of Thibet, through fits whole extent 
from Cabul to Upper Assam. This tremen- 
dous range of mountain— 

“ Nature’s bulwark, built by tine ” 


’Gainst eternity to stand, 
Mountains terribly sublime’ 


with all the country in’the foreground, re- 
presenting some of the British possessions, 
the governor’s house, with military barracks 
&c., are delineated with the most perfect 
and complete accuracy;, every object, even 
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to the dry beds of the smallest streamlets~ 
being represented with a minuteness and fi- 
delity that renders it as a work of art one 
of the most finished and perfect productions 
that, in such a form, has ever been before 
the public. We have not space to enter at 
any length into a description of this splen- 
did performance. We would advise all who 
are fond of such sights to lose no time in 
paying a visit to this, undoubtedly the best 
of all Mr. Burford’s exhibitions. 
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PROVINCIAL. 

(From our own Correspondent.) 

STATE or THE DRAMA IN THE PRo- 
vinces.—Never has the drama been in so 
depressed a state in the provinces as at the 
present moment; half the theatres in the 
country are either closed or about being so, 
and some of them without any immediate 
prospect of being re-opened. In Liver- 
pool, the Theatre Royal, the Adelphi and 
the Liver are shut up; in Glasgow both 
the theatres are closed; in Birmingham, 
Bath, Bristol, Plymouth, Wolverhampton, 
Brighton, Norwich, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, 
and Nottingham, the theatres are also shut, 
and the companies dispersed. At Man- 
chester, opera is being performed at the 
Theatre Royal, and they are struggling to 
keep the Queen’s Theatre open with a dra- 
matic company. The Theatre Royal Dub- 
lin is closed, and the Irish theatres, almost 
without any exception, are similarly cir- 
cumstanced. 

MarGate.—Mr. Sinclair has commenced 
the season at the Tivoli Gardens with great 
spirit. We néed say we wish our favourite 
ballad singer a plentiful supply of patron- 
age. 

Leeps.—We were present at the per- 
formance on Tuesday, of the “Trip to 
Bath,” followed by “ Katherine and Pe- 
truchio.” The former was well sustained 
by the whole of the characters until the 
last act, which by the sudden indisposition 
of Miss Acosta was rather abruptly termi- 
nated. However we were happy to per- 
ceive that this clever young lady soon re- 
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covered, and re-appeared as the wilful, way- 
ward, wrong-headed Katherine, Mr. Prit- 
chard playing Petruchio.—Both characters 
were admirably sustained. 

THEATRICAL £CRAPIANA. 

Ducrow.—When the grand equestrian 
spectacle of “ St. George and the Dragon” 
was in rehearsal at Drury Lane, under the 
superintendance of Ducrow, a curious in- 
stance of the diverting manner in which he 
carried his measures occurred. The second 
act opens with the celebration of the nup- 
tials of the Emperor’s daughter; the cere- 
mony of which is interrupted by the en- 
trance of a Neatherd, in great dismay, who 
announces the re-appearance of the scourge 
of Egypt (the Dragon), on the coast.— 
Ducrow had told the supernumeraries. to 
rush, on hearing the intelligence, to the 
feet of the monarch for advice, then to the 
chancellor, to whom the monarch was to 
refer them, and from him to the altar of 
their gods then burning on the stage, as 
advised by the said chancellor. He might 
as well have spoken as much Hebrew to 
them; they set off in a smart trot to one 
party, then to the other, without betraying 
the slightest indication of the alarm they 
were supposed to be suffering. Ducrow 
got into a positive fever, and acting it for 
them, exclaimed—‘ Look here, you d—d 
fools! you should rush up to the king, that 
chap there, and say, ‘ old fellow, the dra- 
gon is come, and we’re in a mess, and you 
must come and get us out of it.’ The king 
says, *Go to Brougham,’ (then on the 
woolsack). Then you all come up to 
Brougham, and he says ‘ What the devil 
do IE know about a dragon! Go to your 
gods.’ And your gods is that lump of tow 
burning on that bit of timber there !’’ The 
splendid pantomime action with which he 
accompanied all this was perfect—inimit- 
able. 

Scotty versus YANKEE.—“ Have you 


seen a dog pass right along the road, about 
a year, or year and ahalf, or two years old !”” 
inquired an American of a Scotchman whom 
he met. “Eh!” replied the Scotchman, 
“aboot an hoor, or an hoor an’ a _ ha’f, or 
twa hoors ago; an’ ifits the same, it had a 
tail aboot an inch, or an inch and a ha’f, or 
twa inches lang; an’ its noo aboota mile, 
ora mile an’a ha’f, or twa miles richt a 
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head.” 


“Well,” rejoined the American, 
“ T guess your’e in me, a foot, or a foot and 
a half, or two feet. 

Mrs. Jorpan.—This celebrated actress 
was so great a favourite with the people of 
Glasgow, that those “ gude folks”” went to 
the expense of having a gold medal struck, 
bearing a very appropriate inscription. It 
represented on one side the armorial bear- 
ing of the city of Glasgow, a Tree, On the 
reverse, a@ FEATHER, with the annexed 
happy inscription— 

“ Bays from our tree you could not gather, 

No branch of it deserves that name ; 

So take it all—call it a feather, 
And place it in your cap of fame.” 





CHIT-CHAT. 

Lonpon MeEcuanics’ INstTITUTION.— 
An amateur concert took place in the thea- 
tre of the above institution on Wednesday, 
June 30, to a respectable and numerous 
auditory. Mr. Cooper sung the ‘* Standard 
Bearer’ in a masterly manner, and obtain- 
ed an encore. This gentleman has a fine 
voice, which he will do well to cultivate.— 
“The Syren and the Friar,’ by Miss 
Wortham and Mr. J. W. Coventry, was re- 
spectably given, but the lady appeared to 
want confidence. Mrs. W. Cox sung “ A 
lowly youth, the mountain child,” tolerably. 
We must not forget a pretty little piece in 
imitation of the French vaudevile, !‘ The 
Conscript’s Departure,” sweetly sung by 
Miss Wortham, which obtained a unani- 
mous encore. But the gem—the real gem 
of the evening, was “ The Singing Les- 
son,” by Mr, and Mrs. Cooper. It was 
artistically given, as was fully demonstrated 
be the enthusiastic calls for its repetition. 

The lovers of the fine arts will be much 
gratifled by the inspection of a picture for 
sale at 16, Old Bond Street. The subject 
is “The Merchant of Antwerp,” and is 
painted by Quintin Matsys, a blacksmith of 
the above city. The painting is four hun- 
dred years old, and in a very high and per- 
fect state of preservation, the colours being 
remarkably fine. The painting is beauti- 
fully executed, and as a whole superior in 
finish to anything we have ever seen. The 
various coins which are placed upon the 
counter and a candlestick, supposed to be 
of brass, will at once give the spectator an 
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astonishing idea of what the ancients could 
accomplish with their pencil. 

It is rumoured that preparations are in 
progress to give English operas ona very 
extensive scale, at Drury Lane Theatre; 
under whose direction has not yet been 
made public. 

HayMARKET.—We perceive that the in- 
imitable comedienne, Mrs. Nisbeett, will 
prolong her stay at this theatre for eight 
additional performances, when she will po- 
sitively leave London to fulfil a series of 
provincial engagements. 

Mo.xe. Jenny Linp.—Mdlle. Jenny 
Lind will sing at two concerts, under the 
the direction of Mr. Howard Glover, at 
Edinburgh and Glasgow, in September. We 
understand that her next character at the 
Opera House, will most probably be Ninetta 
in “ La Gazza Ladra.” 

Mr. Rooke.—We regret to learn that 
Mr. Rooke. the composer of “ Amilie,’’ lies 
dangerously ill, with very little hopes of his 
recovery. 

Jenny Linp.—At Manchester Jenny 
Lind has only demanded 1,000/. for three 
nights ; and in London the on dit is that 
she receives 800/. for two nights in Edin- 
burgh. 

Prize GLet.—William Dixon, Esq., of- 
ferred a prize of ten guineas for the best 
glee, the composition of the members of the 
Abbey Glee Club, to whom the words “ Ode 
to Spring,” were sent. Three candidates 
entered the list, and the adjudication took 
place on Saturday, at the Crown and An- 
chor Tavern, when the prize was awarded 
to Mr. James Coward, of the Westminster 
choir. 

Mr. How, an artist of first-rate talent, 
who resides at Sutton-street, Lambeth, has 
just executed in wax a model’of Mr. Phelps, 
of Sadler’s Well’s Theatre. We were 
much struck by the accuracy of the features 
and the admirable workmanship of the 
figure,as being the most correct likeness we 
ever remember to have seen, 

Tue Musica Union.—The eighth and 
last meeting for the present season took 
place on Tuesday at Willis’s Rooms, in the 
presence of his Royal Highness the Duke 
of Cambridge, and a large number of fa- 
shionables and distinguished amateurs. 
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Mr. and Mrs. Cuartes Kean arrived 
on Tuesday from New York, after a length- 
ened and highly advantageous professional 
tour through the United States. 

A meeting of the committee of manage- 
ment of Drury Lane took place on Monday, 
when it was understood Messrs. Joy and 
Jullien made an offer for the theatre for 
three years. 


TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


Aw Oxp Sracer.— Is informed that the present 
amphitheatre, known by the name of Astley’s, 
se by Mr. Batty, the present proprictor, 
1843, 4 

T. W. Loxa.—We cannot tell the character Charles 
Kemble first appeared in. To the second gues- 
tion. if he had continued wpon the stage to the 
present time it would have been siaty-three years, 
he having first appeared in 1784. 

An ApMIRER OF THE STaGe.—How is it possible 
for us to give you any adrice as to your qualifi- 
cations to become an actor? If you are well 
educated, well looking, good voice, can ain, 
dance, and fence, sober in your habits, and de- 
termined to study hard, you have a chance, ad- 
ded to which you must have a natural genius or 
you will never accomplish your wish. 

W. Tenwant —We believe the essoy in question to 
be quite original; we feel assured Mr. Milis 
will favour us with similar contributions. 


ADVERTISEMENT. 

\ JAUXHALL GARDENS, EVERY 
NIGHT (except Saturday.) —Madlle. 
Caro.ine—Under the patronage of Her Majesty. 
Grand pala—Brilliant illuminations & fireworks. In 
the Waterloo Ground a magnificent !luminative 
and Pyrotechnic Spectacle. The Grand Square of 
St. Mark, Venice, with the Cathedral, Library, and 
Campanella Towei—Descent of Joel Il Diavolo as 
Pheebus. In the Rotunda Theatre, the Ballet 
of Robert and Bertrand; principal characters by 
Mr. W. H. Payne, Mr. T. Matthews, Monsieur 
Milano, and Miss Rosina Wright. The Bedouin 
Arabs in the Arena will give their wonderful feats, 
Ruins in Yucatan, Central America, by Gompertz; 
a Scene from Lord Byron's * Bride of Abydos,” by’ 
Fenouilhet ; a Stalactite Cavern, by Gray; and on 
the ballet stage the “ Magician’s Studio and Mirror 
of the Times,” by Laidlaw, The monstre platform 
for dancing has been considerably enlarged, &c. 
Refreshments and wines of the first quality sup- 
ied by Mr. R. Browne, of the Dr. Johnson Tavern, 
leet-street. The Citizen steam-boats to Vaux- 
hall-bridge, fare 2d. Doorsopen at 8. Admission 

Half-a-Crown. f ; 


Ix NEW FIGURES.— 
The’ Benevolent Pope Pius 1X, 
Henry VII,, and James I. ot .England, and VI. 
of Scotland, in. the splendid costume of the 
the period; the heroes, Hardinge and Gough, in 
their full uniforms, as British Generals, Mr. Ma- 
cready, in the mostsplendid Roman costume ever 
seen in this eountry. cent ventilat 
Dome, at a cost of 700?7.—Open from eleven ti 
dusk, and from seven till ten. Admittance, One 
Shilling; Napo'eon Rooms, Sixpence.—MApDAME 
Tussaup & Sons, Baker Street, Portman Square. 














‘On ey the celebrated Hungarian Dancers 
. will make their first appearance, 

REMORNE.—Lessee, Mr. JAMES 
ELLIS.—OPEN EVERY EVEN- 
ING (except Saturdays). The Public are respect- 
fully informed that these delightful pleasure- 
grounds, which last year obtained a celebrity un- 
paralleled in the annals of public gardens, have 
this season been considerably enlarged. During 
the-receas a variety of alterations, regardless of cost, 
have been effected, all eating to the comfort and 
entertainment of the visitor, thus rendering Cre- 
morne without a rival, Its present attractions 
may be thus described:—Grand River-side En- 
ome A dons te S Baer angen _ 
ver (from 8 ~B Hurwitz), modelled 
after the magnificent portal of the Jardin de Ma. 
bille at Paris, and surmounted by a figure of Momus, 
has been erected, which, each evening, will be bril- 
liantly lighted with gas,in a style embracing elegance 
and novelty of design, from which, a charming 
walk, leading to the gardens, has been formed, or- 
namented with bea Statuary, and interspersed 
with fragrant shrubs and exotics, The principal 
feature inthe garden is The Grand Pagoda Orches- 
tra, with an immense circular pla‘ form for dancing ; 
capable of enabling four thousand votaries of Terp- 
sichore to accomplish each figure in the mazy 
dance! Theorchestra will be nightly illuminated 
with myriads of jets of gas, forming a dazzling 
scene of enchantment, which will not only charm 
the eye and fascinate the senses, but add fresh al- 
lurements to this modern ee: | Land! The trees 
surrounding this splendid “‘ salle de dance,” will be 
illuminated after the style of the Chateau Rouge, 
at Paris, with magnificent Casino D’Ete, con- 
ducted by Laurent’s unrivalled bard of fifty per- 

formers, assisted by six ters of the cer i 
Vocal and Instrumental Concert. The lavender 
bowers and new Chinese walk will likewise present 
a ‘“‘coup d’ceil” the most charming. The theatre 
has been entirely re-decorated, in which will be pre- 
sented vaudevilles, musical entertainments, and 
ballets. Grand Cosmoramic View of the City of 
Mexico; with panoramic and dioramic effects, de- 
signed and constructed by Mr. J. Brecknell, of the 
Theatre Royal Drury-lane, and painted by Mr. Wil- 
son and assistants. The largest achromatic Camera- 
Obscura ever exhibited. Also, electrical, electro 
magnetic, and Galvanic experiments, athletic and 
other amuseménts, such as archery, rifle shooting, 
bowls, swings, maze, gipsies’ tents, glass-blowing 
exhibition, weighing machine, the Cremorne poet, 
&c.—In addition to M. Laurent’s band, a powerful 
Tyrolean brass band, conducted by Mr. J. Hill, will 
perform daily in the afternoon, commencing ‘at 
three o’clock. The tavern department has been 
under the entire direction of Mr. Charles 
ws (late of the Albion), and the- refreshments 
will be of the first quality, and at moderate charges. 
Admission, Is—Cremorne can be reached from all 
parts of town by omnibus, 6d.; by steam-boats, 2d. 


RITING, BOOK-KEEPING, &c. 
—Persons of any aye, however bad 
thelr’ WRITING, may, in ELGHT LESSONS, 
acquire permanently an elegant and flowing style 
of penmanship, adapted either to professional pur- 
suits or private correspondence. Arithmetic ona 
method requiring only one-third the time usually 
requisite.. Book-keeping us practised in the go- 
vernment, banking, and merehants’ offices. Short- 
hand, &c. Apply to Mr. Smart, at the Institution 
7, New-street, Covent-garden, 

“* Under Mr. Smart, Vpn bas been reduc- 
ed'to a science, and the acquisition, therefore, of 
what is called a ‘good hand,’ rendered but ‘ the 
labour of an hour!’”—Polytechnic Journal. 
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